
 

 

5. The Creation and Fall of Man 
 
Genesis 1:26-28 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
 
Genesis 2:7 
Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
 
Genesis 3:1-24 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch 
it, or you will die.’” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.”  
 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord 
God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 
ate it.” 
 
Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all 
livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of 
your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[a] and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you 
will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
 
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through 
painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for  
you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you 
will return.” 
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Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.  
 
The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. And the Lord God 
said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed 
to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  
So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had 
been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
 
Romans 3:10-23 
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there 
is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is 
no one who does good, not even one.” “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice 
deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they 
do not know.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. 
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 
 
John 8:42-44 
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. 
I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you 
are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. 
 
Mark 7:20-23 
He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a 
person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and 
defile a person.” 
 
 

Romans 1:18 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 
at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. 
 


